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" The Style Invitational

WEEK 324: A PREQUEL OPPORTUNITY OFFERING

Raiders of the Lost Car Keys: A young Indiana Jones, during his heavy marijuana years.
One of the Beftter Stories Ever Told: The life of Jesus’s great-uncle Mordechai.

Monica’s Story: Episode | — Monica is born, gets her pulkes kissed, goes shopping, gets
her toenails done, goes shopping, nearly plotzes from anxiety, goes shopping ...

My Favorite Things: The story of why the Baron Von Trapp was drummed out of the
Imperial Navy in 1918 and why he has such a fondness for light opera.

2000: A Space Oddity: Weird, arty conceptual film shows how scientists create “Hal,” a
super-intelligent computer. Hal works perfectly, until infected by the year 2000 bug. No

one notices the problem.

This Week’s contest was suggested by
Elden Carnahan of Laurel, who wins
Philadelphia Phillies beverage coasters. In

" light of the fabulous success of “Star Wars:
Episode I,” Elden suggests that you come up

- with a “prequel” to some classic film or work

of literature. You must produce a title and a

OPEN THE  rsus, Aave? HEY,
. DOOR, HAL® VO FPROGLEMN!
X YEAN, THATS THE
TICKET "

BY BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

brief plot summary, which of course must
take place prior to the main action of the
original work. First-prize winner gets a
Magruder’s bag full of plastic fruit, donated
to The Style Invitational by Stephen Dudzik
of Silver Spring, who wins a rubber
chocolate doughnut.

First runner-up gets the tacky but estimable Style Invitational Loser Pen. Other runners-up receive the coveted
~ Style Invitational Loser T-shirt. Honorable Mentions get the mildly sought-after Style Invitational bumper sticker.
Winners will be selected on the basis of humor and originality. Mail vour entries to the Style Invitational, Week
324, c/o The Washington Post, 1150 15th St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20071; fax them to 202-334-4312; or
submit them via e-mail to this address: losers@washpost.com. E-mail users: Please indicate the week number in
the “subject” field. Also, please do not append “attachments,” which tend not to be read. Entries must be
received on or before Monday, June 7. Important: Please include your postal address and phone number. Winners
will be announced three weeks from today. Editors reserve the right to alter entries for taste, humor or
appropriateness. No purchase necessary. Today's Prize No One Claims was written by Stephen Dudzik of Silver
Spring. Employees of The Washington Post and members of their immediate families are not eligible for prizes.
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in which you were to take any one of five cartoons and tell us how two different people

would interpret it.

€ Third Runner-Up (Cartoon C): A doctor sees two people opting for a high-fat, high-sodium
diet that will in time cause serious health problems. A lawyer sees two people forced to order
pizza after they were not served at Denny’s. (Tom Witte, Gaithersburg)

@ Second Runner-Up (Cartoon B): A rabbi thinks, here are two young adults heading off on a
memorable evening in which their values, and the strength of a lifetime of moral training, will
be tested and no doubt found strong. His Holiness John Paul li thinks, hey, that kid stole my
car! (Brian Broadus, Charlottesville; Sarah W. “Gaymon,” Mitchellvile )

@ First Runner-Up (Cartoon C): The average person sees a pizza delivery. A tobacco company
executive sees a vision of a glorious future in which pre-lit giant cigars are personally
delivered to enthusiastic smokers and their children. (Mike Long, Burke)

& And the winner of the Yosemite Sam painting (Cartoon E):
An omnivore would think 2 man is deciding whether to eat the only other
remaining creature on the island. A vegan would say a man is deciding
whether to let the chicken eat his nose or possibly his ear cartilage, since
the man doesn’t really need them and the chicken has as much right to life
as he does, and, after all, the man does consume more than his fair share of

the island’s resources. (Art Grinath, Takoma Park)

.9 Honorable Mentions:

| Cartoon A:

A heterosexual man thinks, “Ha, a typical woman,
wasting her money on a beauty parlor.” A gay man
thinks, “That bouffant is simply all wrong for her
shape head.” (Jessica Mathews, Arlington)

A woman thinks, “Here’s a woman getting a nice
haircut.” A man thinks, “Here’s some babe getting
all dolled up for me.” (Jean Sorensen, Herndon)

Cartoon B:

A Virginian sees two parents gratified hecause their
son is taking his first step toward adulthood. A
West Virginian sees two parents gratified because
their son and daughter are taking their first steps to
‘adulthood. (Chuck Smith, Woodbridge)

Rookie of the week:

Adolescents see the kids thinking, “Finally, we're
getting out of the house so we can have sex.”
Parents see the parents thinking, “Finally, they are
getting out of the house so we can have sex.”
(George Chamberlain, aboard the USS

{ .- Theodore Roosevelt)

} Cartoon C:

.~ . The average pizza delivery customer sees a pizza

: .- delivery. The average anchovy sees ethnic cleans-
.- ing. (Brian Broadus, Charlottesville)

The average person thinks, well, a family is getting
pizza delivered. A member of the Monticello
Association thinks, “Say, what is fhat fellow doing
with a $100 bili?” (Ralph Scott, Washington)

- A conservative sees a quality product being deliv-
ered in a timely manner by an enterprising busi-
nessman to satisfied customers, keeping money in
circulation and underscoring the inherent value of
the American free-market system. A liberal sees a

.. high-fat diet, flagrant squandering of energy
- resources through the burning of fossil fuel, and

income being received in the form of a tip that will
probably be under-reported, resulting in a loss of
~ tax revenue that could be used to advance impor-
tant social programs. (Tom Witte, Gaithersburg)

Cartoon D:

Dr. Laura sees a woman taking control of the situa-
tion by telling the man exactly what she will and
will not do on a first date. Howard Stern sees a man
about to get a lap dance from a woman who needs
a boob job. (Paul Styrene, Olney)

A plastic surgeon thinks, man, if people really had
schnozzes like that, | would have it made. A derma-
tologist thinks, man, [ wish | were in Cartoon B.
(Meg Sullivan, Potomac)

Cartoon E:

Washington Post readers see a man and a bird on a
desert island. Washington Times readers see a hird
relaying a secret message to a Chinese agent about
U.S. campaign donations. (Bob Dalton,
Beaumont, Tex.)

A Democrat would see the horrors of global warm-
ing finaliy coming home to roost. A Republican
might see overreaching gun control laws disarming
a hunter who will soon starve because he cannot
kill his prey. (Stephen Dudzik, Silver Spring)

A vegetarian sees a difficult moral dilemma. A guy
on Viagra sees a difficuit moral dilemma. (David
Genser, Arlington)

God would say, “Two of my beloved creatures are
learning to communicate.” Satan would say, “Hey, |
did that once — stranded some guy on an island
with Cindy Crawford and told him, “If you think
about sex even once, I'll turn her into a chicken.”
(Jennifer Hart, Arlington)

Cartoons A and B:

Adults see a woman getting a haircut and two kids
heading to the prom. Kids see a car about to run
over a barber. Way cool. (Russell Beland,

Springfield)

All the cartoons:

The average reader would say, “What a fine idea for
a contest!” Russell Beland of Springfieid would say,
“You know, I've gotta say something. This is the stu-
pidest contest ever. What idiot ever thought of this
one? | can’t work under these conditions. I’'m never
entering again. Also, my elbow hurts and I have a
cold.” (Jean Sorensen, Herndon)

Next Week: You Name It




